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Hrvatska Sloga, Lodge 

954 of Hamilton 

Ontario, is proud to 

announce  that the 

Ontario Federation of 

CFU Lodges has 

designated  Angie 

Sudac Mus as 2019 

Woman of the Year 

for her outstanding, long-term contributions to the 

Croatian community. 

Angie was born in Sudbury, Ontario, on 

July 4, 1946 to the late Rudy and Annie (née Graf) 

Sudac, who  owned Burton Grocery and Meats in 

the heart of the ethnically-diverse neighbourhood 

known as the Donovan. In the shop, which served 

as a community hub, Angie learned to respect the 

languages, traditions, cuisines and religious 

beliefs of the Donovan’s growing immigrant 

population. To keep their children connected to 

their own heritage, Angie’s parents enrolled her 

and younger brother John in CFU Nest 468. Angie 

attended Junior 

Conventions in 

Gary, Indiana, 

and Niagara 

Falls, Ontario  – 

a thrill for a 

young girl from 

a small northern 

mining town. 

Thanks to their 

parents’ example and dedication to the CFU, both 

Angie and John are members to this day, having 

received their 50-year pins in 2014 and 2018, 

respectively. 

Angie married Dr. Ivan Mus in 1972. 

Although they divorced in 1988, Angie and Ivan 

worked together diligently to raise and educate 

their three daughters Andrea, Daniella and 

Stephanie. They instilled pride for Croatian culture 

in their children through language, cuisine, 

tambura lessons and numerous family trips to 

Croatia.  

Despite a strict education from the nuns at 

St. David Catholic Elementary School and 

Marymount College, which included many a 

knuckle-rap, Angie decided to pursue a career in 

education. After graduating from Laurentian 

University and following the death of their parents, 

Angie and John moved to Toronto in 1967, where 

she completed her teaching certificate at the 

University of Toronto’s College of Education. Over 

her impressive 30-year career, Angie proved her 

versatility in the classroom, teaching kindergarten, 

primary, secondary, continuing education and 

ESL classes, eventually finding her sweet spot in 

the grade six classroom. Her passion for her job 

and her students made her an excellent educator. 

A supportive and encouraging teacher, she 

motivated her students to do their best, giving 

them confidence and propelling them to the next 

level. She left a lasting impression on her students 

long after they had left her classroom. Her former 

students stay in touch, sending updates on their 

personal and professional achievements, and 

many credit her for inspiring them to pursue their 

goals. 

Croatian music played – and continues to 

play – an important role in Angie’s life, providing 

opportunities to learn more about her heritage, to 

travel throughout North America and Europe and 

to meet other like-minded people from a different 

cultures. As a child, Angie learned to play tambura 

from Ivan and Paul Celinscak in Sudbury. From 

1980 to 2010, she was a dedicated member of 

Lado Tamburitzans, directed by the late Joe 

Loncarich. In addition to playing first prima, she 

served on the executive committee for 30 years, 

co-steered two successful music performance 

tours to Croatia and represented the organization 

at Adult Tambura meetings in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, for 25 years. Angie has been a 

member of the Canadian Croatian Choral Society, 

directed by Ed Mavrinac, since 2012, serving as 

membership coordinator for five years, planning 

fundraising events and performing in Canada, the 

U.S.A., Croatia and Italy. 



Angie has lent her indefatigable energy 

and contagious enthusiasm to many projects over 

the years. In 2006, with support and generous 

donations from the Croatian community in 

Hamilton, she purchased and sent 500 new 

Canadian-content textbooks to the Children’s 

Library in Sisak, Croatia. These additions to the 

Library’s existing collection allows local students 

to practise and reinforce the English-language 

skills they learn in school while also acquiring 

knowledge about Canada. While a member of 

Lado Tamburitzans, she helped create a 

fundraiser cookbook that features hundreds of 

recipes – from traditional dishes to modern 

fusions. In the early 90s, she was instrumental in 

organizing the Croatian National Home’s 

collection of folk costumes – a multi-year 

undertaking – 

cataloguing each and 

every costume piece, 

from headdress to 

footwear. During this 

time, she grew the 

Home’s collection by 

commissioning custom 

Bratina costumes after 

having conducted extensive research on historical 

garments, including consulting with experts at 

Matica Iseljenika in Zagreb. 

Retired from teaching since 2012, Angie 

continues to be active in her community. She 

serves as recording secretary for Lodge 954, 

attending executive meetings and helping 

wherever needed, including working in the kitchen 

at Ontario Federation picnics. Her bowling 

“career” began in 1967 when she joined the 

Toronto CFU 5 pin league where she made 

lifelong friendships. She continues to participate in 

the annual tournaments for the camaraderie and 

to maintain her “exceptional “average score.  

She’s a member of the Golden Girls, an ever-

growing drop-in social group for Croatian women. 

She volunteers weekly in the Obstetric 

Department at West Lincoln Memorial Hospital 

and also tutors reading comprehension and 

writing to children and adults. 

Angie is known for her bright smile, warm 

personality and effortless way with people. A 

natural connector, she is extraordinarily gifted at 

making friends and acquaintances, easily 

establishing meaningful – often life-long – 

relationships with others. With a knack for 

remembering names, faces and personal 

histories, she easily connects people, helping to 

create a tightly-knit Croatian community within her 

home Lodge and beyond. 

A proud Croatian-Canadian, Angie enjoys 

sharing her heritage with others. While teaching, 

she often brought her prima to school for music 

classes, masses and culture days, sharing 

traditional music with students and staff alike. 

Now, she actively encourages non-Croatians – 

from neighbours to former colleagues to new 

acquaintances – to attend her choir’s 

performances to experience not only Croatian 

music but also Croatian food and camaraderie. 

For her past and continuous contributions 

to preserving Croatian cultural heritage and 

building community, Lodge 954 is delighted to 

recognize Angie as the Ontario Federation of CFU 

Lodges’ 2019 Woman of the Year. 

Please join Lodge 954 and the Ontario 

Federation of CFU Lodges in celebrating Angie on 

Sunday, October 6 at the Croatian National Home 

in Hamilton, Ontario.  

For tickets or to advertise in the souvenir 

book, contact Diana Milakovic Stephenson at:  

              dianastephenson@bell.net  

4114 Highland Park Dr.  

Beamsville, ON L0R 1B7  

905-563-9084   

 

Fraternally yours,  

Michael Loncarich Sr. 

President, CFU Lodge 954 

Hamilton, Ontario 
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