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Celebrating leaders 
in the business 
community
At CIBC, our purpose is to help make our clients’ 
and communities’ ambitions a reality. 

That’s why we’re proud to sponsor the  
Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce’s  
18th Annual Business Excellence Awards Gala that 
recognizes leadership, innovation, and excellence.



On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Com-
merce, I am pleased to welcome you to the 18th Annual Business Excellence 
Awards. We would like to thank you all for being here to honor our outstand-
ing and deserving award recipients. Tonight, we are joined by Mr. AJ Piplica, 
Founder and CEO of Hermeus, an exciting aerospace company specializing 
in hypersonic air travel. AJ leads a team focused on radically accelerating air 
travel, including passenger planes capable of achieving Mach 5 speeds. AJ 
follows the vision of so many great Croatians whose ingenuity and passion for 
invention change the way we live forever. Welcome AJ - we’re delighted to have 
you here tonight.

 
I speak for everyone when I say we’re truly grateful for the opportunity to gather with all of you 
tonight and celebrate the Chamber and the Croatian-Canadian community at large. It’s been three 
years since our last BEA and although we’ve been unable to host our annual BEA Gala due to the 
pandemic, we’ve continued to support Canadian-Croatians and Canadian-Croatian businesses. 
Since our last BEA Gala, in addition to our regular activities and annual events such as our Annual 
Taste of Croatia Golf Tournament and Croatian Christmas (Hrvatski Božić), we have organized the 
4th Annual Croatian Heritage Night with Toronto FC (featuring the Zaprešić Boys); film presentations 
of “General” (Ante Gotovina) and “Glavu Dole, Ruke na Leđa” (as part of our “Canada for Vukovar” 
series); performances by Klapa Samoana; an NBA Croatian Heritage Night with the Toronto Raptors 
(featuring Dario Šarić of the Phoenix Suns and Croatian National Basketball Team); an “Empower-
ing Youth for Career Planning – Student Networking Event”; various Zoom presentations (including 
Croatia 2.0); and a number of fundraising events, among others.
 
While we find ourselves in turbulent times, the world appears to have opened back up as it relates to 
the pandemic, enabling us to join together again and advance new opportunities to strengthen our 
community. As an organization, we will continue our efforts to grow and strengthen our bond across 
the country to remain a powerful voice for all Canadian-Croatians.
 
Although the last few years have been anything but ordinary, our mission has not changed. The 
Chamber will continue to make opportunities for Croatian-Canadians to network and better connect 
within Canada, with Croatia and with Croats abroad. We are ever so encouraged to see so many of 
our youth prosper, and our scholarships and bursaries have been a fruitful investment into our com-
munity’s future. Our motto - “Together, we make success” – remains true thanks to your constant 
support and presence within our incredible community.
 
Thank you for being here. I wish you all a wonderful evening.
 
Best regards,
 
 

John Marion
President and Director, Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce

Welcome



 
 
 
May 13, 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone 
attending the Croatian-Canadian Chamber of Commerce’s 18th 
Annual Business Excellence Awards. 
 
You have gathered this evening to honour the accomplishments of 
members of the Croatian Canadian business community. I would like to congratulate 
this year’s award nominees and recipients. Your hard work, entrepreneurial spirit and 
commitment to excellence contribute to our country’s prosperity and make you most 
deserving of this special recognition.  
  
It continues to be a challenging time for planning and hosting events. That is why I 
would also like to thank the Croatian-Canadian Chamber of Commerce for ensuring 
this year’s awards gala could still take place. This evening provides a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect upon your organization’s many achievements and to set goals 
for a future of continued cooperation and mutual support.  
 
Please accept my best wishes for a memorable evening and for continued success. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
 









 
 
 
 

 
 
Mississauga, March 8, 2022 

 
Canadian Croatian Chamber of Commerce 

Toronto, Ontario 
                            
 Dear Mr. Marion, 

Dear members of the CCCC, 
 Dear ladies and gentlemen, 
 

 
On behalf of the Consulate General of the Republic of Croatia and my own I would like to use 

this opportunity to congratulate you on your dedicated work and success in establishing and developing 
ties between Croatia and Canada. 

 
Years of tradition serve to illustrate your vision and perseverance in fulfilling your mission. 

Excelling in your work takes time, effort and dedication and your work shows that you spare none of 
it. Although on different continents, Croatia and Canada have found in you a strong link and a vessel 
of cooperation. 

 
Your commitment in promoting and strengthening the cooperation between Croatia and 

Canada through different projects, awards and scholarships is something that should be valued and 
credited. 

 
I wish you many more years of success in bringing Croatia and Canada together and in 

promoting economic ties between the two countries - a goal that we both share. 
 
 

 Sincerely, 
 
Ante Jović 

               Consul General 
 
        

Generalni konzulat Republike Hrvatske u Mississaugi 

Consulate General of the Republic of Croatia in Mississauga 



                           

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R 
100 QUEEN STREET WEST, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M5H 2N2 

 

Message from the Mayor 
 
It is my pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to everyone 
participating in the 18th Annual Business Excellence Awards Gala hosted by the 
Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Congratulations to this year's award winners who are being recognized for their 
leadership, innovation and excellence within the Croatian-Canadian business 
community. Your dedication and hard work have earned you this honour. 
 
The business community drives growth and innovation in Toronto, a city that is a 
destination for companies to develop and do a business. I congratulate everyone 
and thank all of you for your significant contributions and commitment to making 
a difference. 
 
On behalf of Toronto City Council, I wish everyone an enjoyable and memorable 
event. Please accept my best wishes for continued success. 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
John Tory 
Mayor of Toronto 



 
                                             

CITY OF KITCHENER 
Office of  Mayor and Council  

200 King Street West, P.O. Box 1118 
Kitchener, ON  N2G 4G7 

Phone: 519.741.2300   Fax: 519.741.2800 
 
             
 

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 
 
Dobro došli. Welcome to everyone attending The Canadian-Croatian Chamber of 
Commerce’s (CCCC) Annual Business Excellence Awards Evening on Friday, May 13, 2022.  
 
On behalf of Kitchener City Council, I would like to congratulate all of this evening’s 
nominees and winners. You have already set an example for your family, friends, colleagues, 
and the entire Croatian community, including everyone who has gathered this evening to 
celebrate your accomplishments. Your leadership, excellence and innovation has not gone 
unnoticed by those in the Croatian-Canadian business community.   
 
I know that the last few years have been very hard for everyone, but our local businesses have 
had many extra challenges – be it lockdowns, staffing shortages, and supply-chain 
interruptions. And yet, you didn’t let it stop you, you worked harder, found new ways to reach 
your customers, pivoted how you ran your business and, most importantly, didn’t give up. We 
know that things won’t just bounce back to the way that they used to be but, with organizations 
like the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce supporting the business community, 
things will get better.  
 
Kroz zajedničku suradnju, naš narod i naša poduzeća mogu postignuti jos više u budučnosti. 
Organizations such as the CCCC are vital to our communities, providing professional 
development support, fostering entrepreneurship, building cultural and educational ties in our 
communities, all the while reminding us that our diversity and inclusivity are an important part 
of what makes the quality of life in our communities so rich. 
 
I trust in the coming years the CCCC will see many more 
successes and will continue to grow, supporting many new 
Canadian-Croatian professionals along the way.  
 
Uz srdačan pozdrav /Sincerely,  

    
Berry Vrbanovic      
~Mayor~ 
City of Kitchener 



Office of the Mayor 
 
City Hall 
426 Brant Street 
Burlington, Ontario 
L7R 3Z6 
Telephone: 905-335-7607 
Email: mayor@burlington.ca 
Twitter: @mariannmeedward 
Facebook: facebook.com/marianne.meedward 

 

 
 
Welcome to Burlington! 
 
A wonderful evening is ahead of you, with the 18th annual Business Excellence Awards from the 
Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The Burlington Convention Centre is a perfect choice to host such a special occasion, and I want to 
welcome you all to our city as you celebrate leadership, innovation and excellence tonight. 
 
As an immigrant to Canada myself, I take such pride in seeing the cultural diversity across our city, 
region, and country. I know we can all agree it is one of the best things about Canada!  
 
If there is one thing the past two years highlighted for us all, it is how we find inspiration and strength 
from coming together as a broader community, how we find innovative ways to stay connected and 
meaningful new ways to continue to support local businesses and organizations. 
 
I want to wish everyone an enjoyable evening as you celebrate the exceptional businesses and the 
individuals behind them who contribute to their communities through their leadership and hard work. 
The successes of these worthy award recipients create ripple effects beyond the borders of their own 
communities by giving back to the people around them and inspiring us all.  
 
Congratulations to all the nominees and winners here tonight. I wish you all a memorable evening! 
 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Marianne Meed Ward 
City of Burlington 



 

May 13, 2022 
 
 

Greetings from Mayor Patrick Brown 
 
 
On behalf of the City of Brampton, I want to extend best wishes to the Canadian-
Croatian Chamber of Commerce. It is great to be having in-person events and galas 
again.  Unfortunately I am unable to attend tonight’s celebration.  It is very important to 
recognize the significant accomplishments of the Croatian business community.   
 
I know it has been a challenging time for all Ontario residents and the business 
community.  I also want to thank the Chamber for their advocacy and leadership.  The 
Chamber is the leading business organization dedicated to the promotion, development 
and expansion of business, cultural, education, trade and investment opportunities 
between Canada and Croatian, as well as the development of relationship and 
networking opportunities within the Canadian-Croatian business community. 
 
So enjoy tonight’s celebration.  Congratulations to all the award winners and nominees.  
Special thanks to all the sponsors and volunteers who have made tonight’s event a 
success.  Have a great time!! 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Patrick Brown 
Mayor 

 
 

May 13, 2022 
 

Personal Message from Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
As Mayor of the City of Mississauga, it gives me great 
pleasure to extend my best wishes to the organizers, 
nominees and award recipients of the Canadian-Croatian 
Chamber of Commerce’s 18th Annual Business Excellence 
Awards. 
 
This award ceremony celebrates the accomplishments of 
Canadian-Croatian entrepreneurs with the vision, knowledge, 
and determination to transform ideas into successful 
businesses. Their talents continue to make positive, important 

and lasting contributions to Mississauga’s economy. Congratulations to all the winners 
being recognized this evening – you have all rightly earned your recognition. 
 
Mississauga is thriving thanks to the contributions of Croatian-Canadian businesses that 
have played an essential role in building and shaping our City. Our local economy is 
strong and we remain one of the best run-cities in North America, committed to 
delivering exceptional programs and services for our residents while delivering value for 
money. 
 
Thank you to members of the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce for their 
dedication to strengthening not only Canada’s Croatian business community, but 
Mississauga’s business community as well. I offer my sincerest best wishes for a 
successful event. May you continue to enjoy many more years of growth, success and 
opportunity in Mississauga and beyond.  
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
 
 
Bonnie Crombie, MBA, ICD.D 
Mayor, City of Mississauga  
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The past two years we have experienced many challenges which have influenced our daily lives and 
how we perceive the world.  The COVID 19 Pandemic has shown us all how vulnerable we are and how 
we must be prepared and ready at all times to react to difficult and unpredictable situations.  In Croatia 
during this period we were also exposed to two earthquakes which required everyone to support and 
help those who lost their homes and or were unable to work.  A very difficult period for many people 
who needed to keep their faith and hope for a better tomorrow.  The CCBN more than ever recognised 
the importance to maintain communication and provide support to its' members, by developing new 
tools to connect while recognising the importance of maintaing personal contact and encouragement.   
 
During this period the Croatian Goverment was very supportive, providing companies with financial 
subsidies and was proactive in finding ways to keep the economy open and people working.  It focused 
on key sectors of the economy to insure they maintained employment, specifically in tourism working 
proactively to establish Croatia as a SAFE DESTINATION for travel.  In 2020 and 2021 Croatia 
established itself as the most successful country for tourism in Europe, attracting people from around 
the world to come and visit.  Companies and individuals all required to rethink how to deal with the 
everchanging economy, resulting in many new initiatives and developments.  For many the last 2 years 
may represent for Croatia the most innovative period of development with many announcements of 
companies achieving record results and expanding into new markets.  The CCBN assisted companies 
in these initiatives providing support where possible to connect and open new opportunities in Canada 
and elsewhere. 
 
It is recognised that people and companies who are faced with challenges become stronger and more 
resiliant as a result of challenges and difficulties they face.  We are confident that this will be the case 
in Croatia and based on general feedback from members of the CCBN they are all confident they will 
be stronger in the future than before Covid 19 Pandemic started in March of 2020.   
 
The CCBN hopes that the economy and political situation In Europe will stabilise in the near future and 
allow companies to further develop themselves and take advantage of the innovation and new 
opportunities the past two years have revealed.  We will continue to support and facilitate these 
companies, working closely with the CCCC to stimulate and improve relations to maximise economic 
growth between Canada and Croatia. 
 
Sincerely  
 
Dennis Rukavina 
President 
Canadian Croatian Business Network 
CCBN 
 



222 Rowntree Dairy Road | Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2 | T: 905-652-4140 | www.local675.ca
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About the Chamber 

Together, we make success!

Founded in 1995, the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce is a not-for-profit 
network of Croatian-Canadian individuals, professionals, businesses and organiza-
tions that has emerged as the voice of Croatian-Canadian business in Canada.

The Chamber brings together a vibrant and dynamic group of individuals,  
professionals, businesses and organizations who have developed strategic  
relationships in both Canadian and Croatian economic, commercial, political,  
and cultural worlds and is able to draw on these relationships to the benefit of its  
members.	

Beyond the wide variety of benefits that the Chamber offers to its members  
(including business connections, access to government, professional  
development), membership increases your business’ visibility and exposure  
in the community. 

Your investment represents a commitment to the future growth and  
development of our whole community.

The Chamber’s objectives include:

        • �Providing networking opportunities both in a social and business  
setting

        • ��Sponsoring and promoting cultural events, educational lectures, semi-
nars, exhibitions, and conferences on relevant and timely topics

        • �Acting as a source of information and counsel to government bodies 
and the public in matters affecting Canada-Croatia business and trade 
and the Croatian-Canadian community in Canada in general

        • �Promoting the development of bilateral business relations, trade, and 
investment opportunities between Canada and Croatia and working  
with the Canadian-Croatian Business Network, the Croatian  
Chamber of Economy and other organizations on opportunities that 
advance our common goals and interests



The Chamber’s  
achievements include:

Ponosni Hrvati

Business Opportunities 
    • �Providing networking opportunities through business, community and social events

    • �Connecting members with members to facilitate significant trade and commerce

    • �Organizing various educational and business related seminars including co-organizing  
(in affiliation with the Canadian-Croatian Business Network and the Croatian  
Chamber of Economy, both based in Croatia) Croatian trade missions to Canada 
hosted in Toronto

Youth Involvement
    • �Supporting our youth through a scholarship and bursary fund developed in conjunction 

with the Croatian-Canadian Library

    • �Establishing a mentorship program for Croatian-Canadian post-secondary students 
and recent graduates 

    • �Placing co-op students with Chamber members

Community Involvement 
    • �Working with and supporting local Croatian organizations and endeavours, including, 

among others, the Croatian-Canadian Library, various folklore groups, the Croatian  
Embassy (Ottawa) and the Croatian Consulate (Mississauga), to preserve our common 
heritage

    • �Promoting community events and news through our community web portal at  
www.croat.ca

    • �Recognizing excellence and leadership in the Croatian-Canadian community through  
the annual Business Excellence Awards Evening

    • �Supporting and promoting Croatian-Canadian artists and authors 
    • �Financially contributing to Croatia’s demining program and to capital projects in the 

Croatian communitity in Canada
    • �Co-organizing a fundraising campaign and dinner in support of the Vukovar Tower  

Restoration Project
    • �Forming the British Columbia Chapter of the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of  

Commerce

    • �Supporting Victim Services Toronto through co-organization of the Toronto Police 
Chief Invitational Golf Tournament - Victim Services Toronto provides immediate crisis 
response, intervention and prevention services which are responsive to the needs of 
individuals, families and communities affected by crime and sudden tragedies

Advocacy and Lobbying
    • �Educating Canadians on our history in Canada through support of historical research  

and representation at relevant Canadian organizations

    • �Building ties with Croatia by receiving and hosting Croatian representatives visiting 
Canada, attending meetings with contacts in Croatia, and presenting at business  
seminars in Croatia



Cocktail Reception
Art Exhibt by Tatjana Hutinec
 
Welcome Address, Ivan Grbešić
National Anthems, Ponosni Hrvati
Dinner
 
Scholarship and Bursary Awards Presentation

Awards Ceremony

Keynote Presentation:  ��AJ Piplica 
Founder CEO, Hermeus Corporation

 
Raffle

Featured Performers

6:00 PM

7:10 PM

7:30 PM

10:00 PM

8:00 PM

9:15 PM

Established in 2018, Ponosni Hrvati began as a tambura band out of Stoney 
Creek, Ontario in the Zvonar basement. Specializing in Croatian music, our 
experience came through tambura, song and dance at the Croatian National 
Home in Hamilton, Ontario. So, Tyler Staresinic, Joseph Vlasic, Marko Vlasic 
and Alex Zvonar began practicing as a group and learning as many songs 
as possible. After performing at various events, 2019 was the year Erik 
Zvonar was added to the group and an electric/acoustic combination was  
created. We now provide entertainment at weddings, baptisms, parties  
and banquets. If you need a tambura or an electric band to provide a lively,  
festive vibe, give us a call!
 
Alex: 289-707-2702
Marko: 289-456-7136
 
or phrvati@gmail.com
 
Sviramo za sve prigode, sviramo do zore!

Ponosni Hrvati

Agenda for the Evening 



October 2019 
General Movie Tour of Canada with Klapa Samoana

November 2019
Jimmy Choo Fundraising Event

Looking back at some activities 
since 2019

May 2019
Business Excellence Awards Gala
Tanya Golesic, President, CEO, Jimmy Choo America’s

May 2019
Business Excellence Awards Gala
Katharine Anderson Groethe, Korta Katarina Winery

September 2019
17th Annual Taste of Croatia Golf Tournament

August 2019
4th Annual Croatian Heritage Night (TFC) with Zapresic Boys



February 2020
NBA Croatian Heritage Night with Dario Saric

December 2019
Hrvatski Bozic – Croatian Christmas

May 2019
Business Excellence Awards Gala
Tanya Golesic, President, CEO, Jimmy Choo America’s

September 2021
18th Annual Taste of Croatia Golf Tournament

 December 2021
Hrvatski Bozic – Croatian Christmas

January 2020
Student Networking Event

November 2019
Kanada Za Vukovar
Film Viewing “Glavu Dole, Ruke na Leda”

 September 2021
Webinar: Croatia 2.0  Work – Explore – Travel

September 2019
17th Annual Taste of Croatia Golf Tournament

November 2020
Jimmy Choo Fundraising Event



AJ Piplica is a founder and the CEO  
of Hermeus where he leads a team 
focused on radically accelerating air 
travel through development of hypersonic 
aircraft. Prior to founding Hermeus, AJ 
served as the CEO of Generation Orbit 
where he led the inception and develop-
ment of the X-60A, an Air Force hyperson-
ic X-plane. He has a strong background 
in aerospace systems design, including 
spacecraft, launch vehicles, and hyper-
sonic aircraft. AJ holds both master’s  
and bachelor’s degrees in Aerospace  
Engineering from the Georgia Institute  
of Technology, supplemented by a  
certificate in entrepreneurship.

Keynote Speaker 
AJ PIPLICA
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This is our DNA.
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The “Zlatni ketac” (The Golden Wheel) painting is inspired by the old fashion cus-
tom and craft of spinning the wool, as well as the folklore ornaments from traditional 
clothes, woven textiles and lace used in handcrafted folk garments in the region of 
Hrvatsko Zagorje and Zagreb where Tatjana was raised.

“Folklore ornaments are our ancestral messages capturing the essence of their  
cultural values and identity, preserving them for generations to come”, says Tatjana. 
“The golden wheel as a folklore ornament also represents the Sun and the cycle of 
life”, she reminds us of an old song from Zagorje, which always brings a smile:

“Srebrna zipka zlatni ketač,
vu njoj se zibal Jankec bez gač.
Dil dil dil dil dil dil dil dil  ….”

“Zlatni ketač” 
by Tatjana Hutinec	

This year’s award print  
 



Tatjana Hutinec was born in Germany, but grew up and studied in Zagreb, Croatia.

She apprenticed with Ana Hutinec, a well-known Croatian sculptor and painter who 
served as a role model to Tatjana and a mentor in her work. Tatjana graduated from 
the School of Applied Arts (Skola Primijenjenih Umjetnosti) and after, interested in 
fashion Illustration and textile art, studied Clothing and Textile Design, at the Univer-
sity  
of Technology.

Since 1990, displaced due to the Homeland War in Croatia, Tatjana has been living 
and working in Toronto.

Tatjana is a painter, sculptor and wearable art designer, and exhibits and organizes 
solo and group exhibitions. She engages with communities, creates and coordinates 
artistic initiatives, as well as works on projects for film and theatre.

Public art commissions include sculptures for Luminato at Harbourfront and paint-
ings for the City of Toronto’s Street Art program.

Tatjana’s work has been featured on TV (CBC, OMNI), in newspaper editorials  
(Toronto Star, Vecernji list-Zagreb) and books (Contemporary Ceramics in Croatia).

For more information and to enjoy her work, please visit:
www.tatjanahutinec.com

Tatjana Hutinec     |     647 465-3040     |     artist@tatjanahutinec.com

Featured Artist  
TATJANA HUTINEC



As Above so Below Art Exhibit - Artist Statement

Titled “As Above So Below”, this exhibition of paintings by Tatjana Hutinec is inspired 
by the expression which references that what goes on above - in Heaven, the mind - 
affects and influences what is below- the Earth. emotions, body. “I think that paintings 
of clouds are just what the world needs right now”, says Tatjana, “My work speaks to 
the emotions, inviting viewers to re-examine familiar perceptions and beliefs with fresh 
eyes”.

Tatjana observes what emerges from her exploration of the dynamics between nature, 
culture and ego and depicts it as water in its various forms above and below, around 
and within, a metaphorical expression for the need to shift perspective outside of 
one’s microcosm and achieve deeper awareness of ourselves and how those  
dynamics affect us.

The artwork is displayed and available for purchase at the Gala Event on May 13, 
2022, where you can also meet and talk to the artist.

A portion of the art sales will be donated to the  
Croatian Canadian Scholarship Fund to support  
the scholars and youth of the Croatian Canadian  
community.



NBM has been servicing the hydro utility industry for more than 30 years as 
an alternative source for project management, engineering, drafting and field  
services. NBM’s expertise has grown from strictly servicing Hydro Utilities,  
Cities & Regions to fibre optics, cable and communications, GPS, mapping 
and surveying, and web enabled services. With the introduction of smart grid  
opportunities, NBM is becoming an integral service supplier to many of  
society’s needs.

Over the years NBM’s growing expertise has strategically positioned the  
company in an industry sector that is expanding exponentially. NBM service to 
the public does not only reflect NBM’s expertise but also presents the company 
as a forward thinking enterprise participating in the advances to be made by the 
industry. NBM has generated fresh excitement in the industry and captured the 
well deserved recognition.

905-845-7770   |   info@nbmengineering.com
1525 Cornwall Rd., Unit 27, Oakville, ON, L6J 0B2



Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce 

Youth Mentoring Program

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
IN A YOUNG PERSON’S LIFE  

- IT’S EASY TO GIVE BACK

At the Chamber, we take pride in 
our ability and commitment to help 
students of Croatian descent pave 
their path in life by offering our Youth 
Mentoring Program to assist in  
planning for their future. 

The Youth Mentoring Program was 
established to offer post-secondary 
students with an opportunity to  
communicate with professionals  
and entrepreneurs in order to discuss 
career aspirations, work initiatives, 
and other career related matters.  
The program has been extremely  
well received and has benefited  
both the students and the Mentor 
volunteers. Matches are established 
based on the students’ career  
aspirations, interests, location, and 
other factors.

Mentors participating in the Youth Mentoring Program are care-
fully selected individuals who have proven themselves successful in 
their careers and/or businesses, and who support the endeavours 
of the program to provide a service of high standards and qual-
ity, and are prepared to make time available to assist our youth in 
making career related decisions.

Should you feel you fit the profile of a Mentor and you would like 
to get involved in the program, please e-mail the following details 
to contactus@croat.ca. (name and surname, telephone number, 
email address, business address, and area of expertise) and we will 
contact you in due course. 

Together, we make success!



being with Bell 
just got 
better

• Amazing mobile devices on Canada’s best 5G mobile network.1

• Fibe TV, the best TV service, with 4K, the best picture quality.2

• Fast and reliable fibre-powered Internet.
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Discover why more
Canadians choose Bell 
than any other provider. 
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Congratulations to the nominees and winners of 
the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce 
Business Excellence Awards
As entrepreneurs and leaders in the Croatian-Canadian community, we commend all of you 
for your hard work, courage, and passion. You are an inspiration to your community and all 
who do business with you. 

At MNP, we celebrate your success and look forward to working alongside you, wherever 
business takes you.

Jim Molyneux   |   jim.molyneux@mnp.ca

Joe Draganjac   |   joe.draganjac@mnp.ca

416.626.6000

MNP.ca
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Reserve your spot today!
Email contactus@croat.ca or call 416-641-2829

Annual
17th

SEPT 9, 2022

Enjoy a great day of golf at the 
Glen Eagle Golf Club 

and the unique experience of authentic 
Croatian food and beverages at select holes.
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We are pleased to announce that the Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund has awarded  
two (2) scholarships for the 2021/2022 school year. The funds have been awarded in order  
to help further the education of full-time post-secondary students in Canada. 

Congratulations to each of the recipients! 

Franka Subic
$2,000 Scholarship Award Recipient

Franka is a student at McMaster University working towards her Kinesiology degree and 
plans to pursue her Master of Business Administration so she can combine her knowledge of 
science and business. Franka has immersed herself into a highly competitive and demanding 
sports regimen in the McMaster Women’s Varsity Soccer Team. She has been awarded the 
McMaster Scholar Athlete, OUA Academic and U-SPORTS Academic. Franka also offers her 
limited free time to various organizations including the Varsity leadership committee, ENVIS-
AGE program research assistant, coaching the Hamilton Sparta soccer team, volunteering for 
Aspiring Young Doctors and Holy Trinity Church banquets.

Emma Kanceljak
$2,000 Scholarship Award Recipient

Emma is a student at Queens University working towards her Bachelor of Commerce degree. 
Emma has always taken her skills and talents and put them to good use in helping her fellow 
students and colleagues. She has been actively participanting in the community as a musician 
in Vatroslav Lisinski Tambura, played for Mississauga Croatia Soccer Club, gave her time to 
RAMA Gaming House as a volunteer and wrote inspirational letters for the charitable organiza-
tion Sending Sunshine. Emma was presented with the University of Toronto Book Award.

Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund:
Scholarship and Bursary 
Award Recipients (2021/2022)

The Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund is a joint program developed and administered by  
the Croatian-Canadian Library and the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce.
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CROATIAN-CANADIAN LIBRARY HRVATSKO-KANADSKA KNJIŽNICA 

 

The Croatian‐Canadian Library and Reading Room is a not‐for‐profit charity dedicated to the 

preservation and promotion of Croatian literature and culture in Canada.   

With over 6000 Croatian‐language books, the Library houses the largest collection of publicly‐

accessible Croatian‐language literature in Canada.  Members of the community are welcome to enjoy 

our reading room or to borrow and enjoy reading our books at home.  The Library also includes 700 

English‐language books on Croatian subjects or by Croatian authors.  For more information on the 

Library’s, visit us at www.crocanlibrary.ca. 

But we are not just a library.  Our organization also operates the only Croatian online store in Canada 

where we sell and promote Croatian books and DVDs.  The online store can be found on our website, 

www.crocanlibrary.ca/shop. 

Organizing events and providing programming for the community is another important aspect of 

what we do.  The Library promotes Croatian culture in Canada by offering young children a Croatian 

“storytime” programme, conducting seminars on various topics, holding Croatian film nights and 

offering social activities to members of the Croatian community in their own language. 

This year, we are excited to be celebrating our 10
th
 anniversary.  With this milestone, important 

changes are coming to the Library.   To better reflect our role in the community, our new name has 

changed to the Croatian‐Canadian Library and Cultural Society.   

With this name change will also come a location change.  This summer, the Library will be moving to 

the Streetsville Croatian park.  We welcome you to visit us there and invite you to our upcoming 

Open House.    

The Croatian‐Canadian Library and Cultural Society continues to rely completely on community 

members, businesses and organizations such as the Croatian‐Canadian Chamber of Commerce, for 

financial support.  As a registered Canadian charity, we are able to issue tax receipts for all monetary 

and most in‐kind donations.  Please consider giving to the Library and Cultural Society when making 

your charitable donations.   

We are excited about our future plans and look forward to working with the community to make our 

new organization even better than before! 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Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund:
Scholarship and Bursary 
Award Recipients (2021/2022)

The Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund is a joint program developed  
and administered by the Croatian-Canadian Library and the  

Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce.
 

We take great pride in our ability and commitment to help further  
the education of full-time post-secondary students in Canada.

 
Scholarship and bursaries will be awarded to students enrolled in a  

full-time post-secondary program at a university or college in Canada.

 
For details about the Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund,  

please visit www.croat.ca
 

The application submission deadline for the 2022/2023 school year  
is February 3, 2023.

For details about the scholarship and bursary 
opportunities available to Croatian-Canadian 
students, visit: www.croat.ca

A t the Chamber, we take pride in our ability and commitment to 
help students of Croatian descent pave their path in life by offering 
an annual scholarship and bursary to assist in furthering their education.

A $2,000 scholarship and two $1,500 bursaries will be awarded by 
the Chamber to eligible students enrolled in a full-time program 
at a university, college, or technical/vocational institute in Canada.

To apply, download an application at www.croat.ca/scholarship and 
   return it by January 31st 2013. Award recipients will be notified 
      by February 28th 2013.

Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce

SCHOLARSHIP	
&	BURSARY	FUND

For details about the scholarship and bursary 
opportunities available to Croatian-Canadian 
students, visit: www.croat.ca
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KING TOMISLAV ($100,000+) - King Tomislav was a ruler of Croatia in the Middle Ages. 
He reigned from 910 until 928, first as Duke of Dalmatian Croatia from 910 until 925, and then he 
became the first King of the Croatian Kingdom in 925 and reigned until 928. He is celebrated as the 
founder of the first Croatian state, uniting the Croats of Dalmatia and the Slavs of Pannonia into a 
single Kingdom. He ruled over the territory of today’s Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, rounding 
off his state from the Adriatic Sea to the Drava River, and from the Raša River in Istria to the Drina 
River.

QUEEN JELENA ($50,000-$99,999) - Jelena of Zadar was the queen consort of the Kingdom 
of Croatia, as the wife of King Michael Krešimir II, from 946 to 969, a period which was allegedly 
marked by “peace, order and expeditious growth”. She became the queen of Croatia after her 
husband died and reigned until her death in 976. Also known as “mother of orphans and protectress 
of widows”, she was revered by her subjects and most adored for her charity and known for bringing 
peace to the Kingdom.

KING PETAR KREŠIMIR IV ($25,000-$49,999) - Petar Krešimir IV was a notably energetic 
King of Croatia from 1059 until his death in 1075. He was the last great ruler of the Krešimirović 
branch of the House of Trpimirović. Under his rule the Croatian realm reached its peak territorially, 
expanding Croatia along the Adriatic coastland and in the mainland eastwards and bringing Slavonia 
into the Croatian fold. This expansion earned him the sobriquet “the Great”. 

KING DMITAR ZVONIMIR ($10,000-$24,999) - Dmitar Zvonimir was King of Croatia from 
1076 until his death. He also ruled as Ban of Slavonia (1064 to 1074), and was named Duke of 
Croatia in around 1075. His native name was Zvonimir, while the name Dmitar was adopted at his 
coronation. He took a hard line against the Byzantine Empire. He was the last native king who  
exerted any real power over the entire Croatian state, which he inherited at its height and ruled it 
from the city of Knin.

PRINCE BRANIMIR ($5000–$9,999) - Branimir was a ruler of Dalmatian Croatia who reigned 
as Knez from 879 to 892. He was recognized by Pope John VIII as the Duke of the Croats. During 
his reign, Croatia retained its sovereignty from both Frankish and Byzantine rule, and became a fully 
recognized state. 

NIKOLA ŠUBIĆ ZRINSKI  ($2500-$4999) - Nikola Šubić Zrinski was a Croatian nobleman 
and general in service of the Habsburg Monarchy, Ban of Croatia from 1542 to 1556, and member  
of the Zrinski noble family. He was known across Europe for his involvement with the Battle of 
Szigetvár and is today seen as a hero by both Hungarians and Croatians.

VICEROY JOSIP JELAČIĆ ($1,000-$2499) - Viceroy Josip Jelačić of Bužim was the Ban  
of Croatia from 1848 to 1859. He was a member of the House of Jelačić and a noted army general, 
remembered for his military campaigns during the Revolutions of 1848 and for his abolition of  
serfdom in Croatia. On April 19, 1848, he proclaimed the union of Croatian provinces, and the  
separation from the Kingdom of Hungary. 

MARKO MARULIĆ ($500-$999) - Marko Marulić (1450-1524) was a Croatian moral philoso-
pher and poet and Christian humanist, known as the Crown of the Croatian Medieval Age and the 
father of the Croatian Renaissance. He is one of the most important figures in Croatian literature.  
He was also the first to use the term “psychology” in his Latin treatise, Psichiologia de ratione  
animae humanae. 

Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund

DONOR RECOGNITION LEVELS
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 ot t ne mti mmoc dna ytili ba r uo ni edi r p ekat e w ,r eb mah C eht t A
help students of Croatian descent pave their path in life by offering 
an annual scholarship and bursary to assist in furthering their education.

A $2,000 scholarship and two $1,500 bursaries will be awarded by 
the Chamber to eligible students enrolled in a full-time program 
at a university, college, or technical/vocational institute in Canada.

 
To apply, download an application at www.croat.ca/scholarship and 

      by February 28th 2013.

Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund

THANK YOU TO OUR 
DONORS TO DATE
(based on cumulative donations)

WE LOOK FORWARD TO ADDING YOUR NAME TO THIS LIST!	
PLEASE HELP SUPPORT OUR YOUTH.

To contribute to the Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund,  
please visit www.croat.ca or call 416-641-2829.

All donations towards the project are eligible for a tax receipt  
as permitted under CRA guidelines from the Croatian-Canadian Library

Mekinda, Mel                                          
Pavičić, Josip and Zorica 
Pelaić, Michael and Family 
Petrović, Ivan and Family                
Sarić, Marinko and Mira 

PRINCE BRANIMIR  ($5000 – $9,999)

KING PETAR KREŠIMIR IV ($25,000-$49,999)

VICEROY JOSIP JELAČIĆ ($1,000 - $2499)

NIKOLA ŠUBIĆ ZRINSKI  ($2500-$4999)

MARKO MARULIĆ ($500 - $999)

American Iron & Metal

Dodig, Victor and Maureen 
Draganjac, Joe and Jasna
Herak, Janko  
Krašić, Steve and Teresa
Marion, John and Edita 
Mudronja, Eddy 
Pocrnić, Steve and Bernadette 
Robić, John and Zdenka
Šimunac, Daniel and Nicole 
Vranich, Darko      	        
Yelavich, Michael and Charlene

Hudaj, Robert and Branka	  
Mustapic, Krešimir and Joanne  
 

Alpeza, John and Diana 
Butković, Tom and Family 
Gospić, Ivan and Family         
Kelemen, Brian and Cathie    
Kulić, Josip and Mandalina  
                

Biskupović, Miro and Maya                                    
Bubrin, Vladimir and Marianne
Franković, Mario   

Kovač, Ryan A.		
Kraljević, Michael and Rachael
Mlinarević, Jadran (Jad)

Sokić, Tony and Donna 
Trtanj, Stanko and Štefica                    
Zdunić, Ivica and Ljerka         
Zenković, Brian and Tereza

KING DMITAR ZVONIMIR ($10,000-$24,999)

Grbešić, Ivan and Iva		
Pocrnić, Nick and Marija

Anonymous

QUEEN JELENA ($50,000-$99,999)

Cosić, Debbie



The Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund 
is pleased to announce the recipient of

Shopping • Crafts • Food and Drink

Live Music and Christmas Caroling

A Special Surprise Visitor with Treats

and
Candy Cane Hunt

The Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce, Consulate General  
of the Republic of Croatia in Mississauga and Croatian Sports and  

Community Centre of Hamilton invite all members of the Croatian community 
to join us to celebrate and share in the joyous Christmas season in  

the company of family and good friends.
 

This is a free event and will be accommodated on a first come,  
first served basis.

Croatian Sports and 
Community Centre of Hamilton, Inc.
166 Green Mountain Rd E, Stoney Creek, ON L8J 3A4

 

croatian

Dec 4th - Save the Date

2ND Annual



The Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund 
is pleased to announce the recipient of

The In2ition Scholarship Award is managed by the Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund, which is a joint program 
developed and administered by the Croatian-Canadian Library and the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce.

The In2ition Scholarship Award is an aggregate amount of up to $40,000 CAD
awarded to a student enrolled as a full-time undergraduate at a university in
Canada for the 2021/2022 year.

The

Scholarship Award

Congratulations to the award recipients!

Borna Anic-Matic

Borna is enrolled at the University of Toronto majoring in Mathematics with a minor in Statistics. He aims to  
graduate with both bachelors and masters degrees and is considering a PhD in Mathematics.

Borna’s record of achievement is outstanding and has distinguished him as an exceptional candidate. He has 
overcome many obstacles which could have stopped him from pursuing his goals, but Borna is dedicated to 
striving to achieve success, give back to his family and be an exemplary role model for his two sisters. Borna is 
actively involved in extra curricular activities which include, among others, participating in music festivals as an alto 
saxophone player.

An additional scholarship was awarded as a result of the quality of the applications received:

Angelina Vistica - $5,000

Angelina is enrolled in Life Sciences at University of Toronto and is considering teaching, molecular biology,  
pharmaceutical field or environmental science.

Angelina maintained her Croatian roots since a young age through folklore dancing in Croatian Folklore Kolo Group 
Sljeme, performing Tamburica at various festivities, singing Croatian songs in the church youth choir, participating 
in Croatian weekend classes, and playing soccer in a Croatian rep league. Angelina also volunteered at church  
banquets/events as our community’s Carassauga Croatian Pavilion.



The Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund 
is pleased to announce

This scholarship is awarded primarily on the basis of financial need as well as academic merit/scho-
lastic achievement, previously demonstrated capacity for successful completion of studies, and a 
capacity for high achievement.

 
The application process will open on March 1, 2023

The deadline for submissions is May 31, 2023. 
 
The scholarship recipient will be notified by June 14, 2023.
 
To apply, students must review and submit a completed application package to:
 
Attention: Scholarship and Bursary Committee
Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce
630 The East Mall
Toronto, ON M9B 4B1

 
To receive a copy of the application package or to obtain further details please visit us at  
www.croat.ca or email us at contactus@croat.ca.
 
The In2ition Scholarship Award is managed by the Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund, which  
is a joint program developed and administered by the Croatian-Canadian Library and the  
Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce.

The In2ition Scholarship Award offers a scholarship in the aggregate 
amount of up to $40,000 CAD to be awarded to one (1) high school  
student enrolled as a full-time undergraduate student at a university  
in Canada for the 2023/2024 year.

The

Scholarship Award



The Croatian-Canadian Scholarship Fund 
is pleased to announce

The In2ition Scholarship Award offers a scholarship in the aggregate 
amount of up to $40,000 CAD to be awarded to one (1) high school  
student enrolled as a full-time undergraduate student at a university  
in Canada for the 2023/2024 year.

We are looking forward to welcome you!

1110 Burloak Drive, Burlington, ON  L7L 6P8
T: 289.337.2700

marriott.com/yhmbu

SPECIAL RATES
Starting from

$169

Frank Vismeg
Managing Director

Sonya Radunovic
Director of Operations 

& Event Consultant

Razan Hawwa
Director of Sales 

& Marketing

• 135 Modern Spacious Rooms & Suites
•	55”	LED	Samsung	TVs	with	Netflix	access
• Free High Speed Wi-Fi
• Fitness Centre & Indoor Salt Water Pool
• BISTRO Restaurant & Lounge
• Adjacent to the Burlington Convention Centre
• Marriott Bonvoy
• Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
• Ample Free Parking

Courtyard by Marriott 1/2 pg ad 2022-05.indd   1Courtyard by Marriott 1/2 pg ad 2022-05.indd   1 5/7/22   12:19 PM5/7/22   12:19 PM
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Contact: Sonia Radunovic, sonia@burlingtonconventioncentre.ca
www.burlingtonconventioncentre.ca

The award winning Burlington Convention Centre adjacent to the hotel combines 
experience with the newest in catering trends and hospitality standards to provide memories that last.

BURLINGTON CONVENTION CENTRE

Electric Vehicle 
Charging Stations

Electric Vehicle

Corporate Events Social Events (UP TO 1,200 Guests) Weddings (up to 900 Guests)

Excellence
and Luxury

for our 
Events



DISCOVER THE NEW OLD WORLD

Ontario's leading selection of Croatian wines & spirits.

 

Start your journey of discovery today...

www.croatiaunpacked.com

Saša Muradori

(613) 889-6462

sasa@croatiaunpacked.com

Tanya Schmitt

(416) 399-4110

tanya@croatiaunpacked.com





ONE CROATIA:
An allied effort for earthquake relief that has grown into a global initiative to  
unite Croatian associations worldwide
 
Within hours of the devastating earthquake that struck Croatia’s Banovina region in December 2020, a number of Croatian as-
sociations from abroad came together to organize relief efforts. Over the following days, other Croatian associations joined the 
initiative and helped create “Global Croatia Earthquake Relief”. The initiative – known as “ONE CROATIA” – includes some 
thirty associations of Croats from Australia, Canada, Chile, Germany, Japan, Slovakia, United Kingdom, United States, and 
Venezuela, as well as from Croatia – including the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of 
Commerce.
 
“The COVID19 pandemic forced all of us to start communicating via video 
conferencing. This created an opportunity to bring together Croats from all over 
the world since we all wanted to help with earthquake relief,” said Ivan Grbešić , 
a member of the executive of the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce and 
former president of the Advisory Council to the Government of the Republic of 
Croatia for Croats Living Abroad. “This is the first time that we witnessed Croats 
from around the world coming together in large numbers since the Croatian War 
for Independence in the 1990s,” he added.
 
Dr. Steven Pavletić of the Association of Croatian American Professionals 
(ACAP) added that “as we all started to work together to raise funds, we quickly 
realized that help for Banovina would be needed in the long term and that together 
we could achieve a lot. This was the genesis of ONE CROATIA as an assembly of 
associations working collaboratively on initiatives of interest to Croats worldwide. 
Currently, this includes humanitarian relief, but in the future it will also include 
educational initiatives, business development, and knowledge exchange, to name 
a few.”

Croatia Earthquake Relief Fund Campaign Update: Ambulance  
Delivered to Banovina (April 2021) - At a ceremony held in Sisak, ONE 
CROATIA presented donations of an emergency ambulance vehicle for Petrinja, 
an anesthesia machine for the hospital in Sisak, as well as protective equipment 
for volunteer structural engineers, valued at $225,000 USD (or approximately 
1,500,000 Croatian Kuna). The ambulance is only the second vehicle in the county that has a four wheel drive capable of reach-
ing villages and hamlets in mountainous areas. Financial support for this effort came from 33 different countries throughout the 
world.
 
While it would have been an honour to deliver these donations in person, many thanks to His Excellency Alan Bowman, 
Ambassador of Canada to Croatia and Kosovo, and to Synthia Dodig, Trade Commissioner (Embassy of Canada to Croatia and 
Kosovo) for attending the ceremony and representing Croatian-Canadians.

ONE CROATIA Collaborates with Zaprešić Boys’ New 
Music Hit (March 2022) - Members of ONE CROATIA 
participated over two months in the making of a new music 
video “One Homeland” by Croatian band - Zaprešić Boys. 
Since this brand new song is dedicated to the Croatian dias-
pora, the ONE CROATIA initiative wanted to give back to the 
Zaprešić Boys for their beautiful patriotic songs by agreeing 
to support them in their latest production. Not only were 
funds raised to cover the costs of the video but numerous 
members of the ONE CROATIA initiative also sent their short 
video messages to the Zaprešić Boys – from Australia to USA 
and Canada, from Ecuador and Argentina to Macedonia and 
Japan. Hopefully this new song will contribute to bringing 
together Croats from all over the world, and show that – when 
united, we can do much more than when apart.



Open Letter of Support to Croats in B&H from Croats in Diaspora (March 2022) - In a unified resolve to support 
efforts which have been undertaken to finding solutions which will ensure that the Croatian people in B&H remain on their 
soil, and that the constitutionally guaranteed rights of Croats in B&H are protected, the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of  
Commerce along side 20 Croatian organizations from North America, South America, Europe and Australia, associated  
with the ONE CROATIA initiative, has written an open letter of support to Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
 
It is important for Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina to know that they are not alone or forgotten by Croats from the  
diaspora, and for Croats in Croatia and around to world to become more aware of the current hardships faced in Bosnia  
and Herzegovina. 



Virtual 
Silent Auction

Silent Auction Items - Bid on a silent auction item and you will receive a text/email notifica-
tion when outbid and can re bid up to the closing time of  the auction..  Winners are notified at 
auction conclusion.
 
SILENT AUCTION ITEMS CAN BE PICKED UP THROUGH THE CHAMBER
 
Sealed Bid Items - In a sealed auction each participant bids without anyone seeing or  
knowing each others bids. You have one chance to place your very best bid! You will be  
notified if  your bid is successful at the auction conclusion. Please note - the bid amount on  
the main auction page does not change throughout the auction. To view and track the bids  
you have placed, please view your bidder profile. HST is applicable on Sealed Bid items.
 
FREE SHIPPING WITHIN CANADA ON ALL SEALED BID ITEMS  
(outside of  Canada shipping is at bidders expense).
 
If  a multiple of  an item is available, multiple bidders may be awarded the same item.
 
Winners will receive their item by courier within 14 days of  purchase.
 

Thank You For All The Generous Silent Auction Donations!

To access auction, 
please scan the 
QR code

Or access by text message

Text: ccga and your full name
to +12267980488
Example: ccga John Smith

Follow the registration link you 
are sent by text from GalaBid

Auction ends May 14, 2022 at 9:00PM



Virtual 
Silent Auction

Thank You For All The Generous  
Silent Auction Donations

Art of  Marina                                

Bosnian Specialties                                     

CIBC                                                

CLL Metal Products Ltd.              

Courtyard by Marriott, Burlington          

Croatia Unpacked                                       

Eurotrade Import Export Inc      

Events & Co.     

Fitness Etc.                                     

Konoba Gourmet - Mate Krpic                 

Laser Spa Group Inc.                    

Leao D’ouro Restaurant Bar                      

Life in Culture                               

Mackage                                                       

Matthew and Kristen Novosel                  

Mediterra Beauty Co. - Liliana Pavicic & Gordana Mosher

MLSE                                               

Modern Age Plastics Inc. - Zlatko Depikolozvane

MPG Live d.o.o.                            

Mr Rooter Plumbing                                  

Princess Hotel, Jastrebarsko                    

Royal Hotels & Resort Dubrovnik            

Salt and Checker’s         

Studio Mikan                  

Terme Tuhelj                                 

The Threaded Rainbow               

Timeless Beauty Medical Esthetics Clinic

Vertical Wine Group

Vrancor Group

WELLNESS BY DESIGN – Catherine Bobesich





Tony Halovanic
T: 905-826-0199    F: 905-826-7417
Toll Free: 1-877-789-5558
E: tony@cllmetal.com

Custom Sheet Metal Manufacturing

(A Division of Canada Louvres Ltd.)

CLL Metal Products Ltd.

From prototype to full production, CLL delivers quality whatever the quantity.

6535 Millcreek Drive, Units 79-81
Mississauga, Ontario
L5N 2M2

www.cllmetal.com

NBM has been the premier provider of engineering 
services to Hydro Utilities, Cities and Regions 
and Communication Utilities in the following 
service disciplines:
• Electrical Distribution
• Renewable & Grid
• Fibre Optics & Communications

CONTACT US

1525 Cornwall Rd., Unit 27, Oakville, ON, L6J 0B2

Telephone: 905-845-7770

Email: info@nbmengineering.com 

2891 Plymouth Dr.
Oakville,  ON
L6H 6G7

Construction niche specialists, pursuing the most challenging and time-sensitive 
projects, Alpeza General Contracting Inc. (AGC) was established in 1991. 
Embracing the motto “Committed to Service Excellence and Free Enterprise,” 
the team of professional senior Project Managers, Engineers, Estimators, Site 
Superintendents and Safety Manager, in collaboration with AGC associates, 
has gained a solid reputation for delivering premium quality and expectation 
satisfaction while completing a wide spectrum of projects in Southern Ontario 
for clients who strictly enforce the highest standards of contract execution. 
Consistently creating on time and on budget results for our clients, consultants, 
employees, stakeholders and public alike.

Projects include Industrial, Commercial, Institutional, Water Treatment Plants, 
Sewage Pumping Stations, Building Envelope (Curtain Wall & Window) 
Retrofits, Additions/Renovations to existing buildings, and Landscaping site 
works.

Complete General Contracting, Design/Build, Responsive Design Solutions 
(especially proposing solutions to mitigate risks with unforeseen site conditions), 
Project Management, Construction Management, Site Supervision, and 
Scheduling, Estimating and Budgeting Services.

Member of WSIB/OGCA/LOC Safety Group and a COR certified company.  
AGC is proud to be recognized for spearheading safety awareness, resulting in 
a culture of caring, trust, continued education and learning in the fields of 
occupational health and safety, team safety certifications and follow-through 
commitments, the supported health and wellness of each AGC Team Member, 
as well as building an impressive track record with associated safety awards 
over the past 30 years.

Unit 21, 151 Brunel Road, Mississauga, ON L4Z 2H6

Phone (905) 568-9995      Fax (905) 568-9996      info@alpeza.com      www.alpeza.com
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132 Toro Rd,    Toronto, ON �M3J 2A9

Phone: 416-630-9604  /  1-800-668-1823
Email: info@dc46.iupat.org

www.iupat.on.ca

International Union of Painters  
and Allied Trades Ontario Council

Bruno Mandic
Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer

SAVE THE DATE

CROATIAN 
HERITAGE NIGHT



Baka Cafe has created 
its very own beer. 

Brewed right here in Ontario yet crafted 
in the spirit of a traditional Croatian Lager.

Zivjeli!

Available at:

2256 Bloor Street West



Baka Gallery Cafe is a great place to relax, work or socialize, while enjoying a 
cup of Toronto’s best coffee, specialty tea, or a glass of delicious Croatian wine.   

Every aspect of our cafe highlights local Toronto culture - from the unique  
atmosphere, to the decor promoting local artists.  Indulge in an elegant yet  

casual cafe environment, while enjoying freshly made ćevapi or  
a selection of homemade delights.  

Baka Gallery Cafe is the ideal contemporary event space to  
entertain up to 60 guests in trendy Bloor West Village.

Featuring original artwork and a customizable catering menu, the Gallery is 
ready for your next big event.  Located on the upper level of our cafe, the  

Gallery’s sophisticated atmosphere and state-of-the-art AV equipment makes  
it the perfect venue for your next party, workshop or business meeting.   

Our friendly and dedicated staff will work with you to  create the ultimate  
experience and an unforgettable event.   

Baka Gallery Cafe
2256 Bloor Street West

416-766-2252

EAT
RELAX
SAVOUR

bakacafe.com



Architect-Engineer Collaboration

Mike Piskovic is an architect with Meo and Associates in the 
GTA who was in need of a mechanical/electrical engineer. 
Choosing to partner with a Canadian Croatian Engineer, Mike 
turned to the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce website 
in 2015 and found Adrian Abramovic of Trinity Engineering and 
Consulting. After an initial meet and greet over coffee the two 
have worked on over a dozen projects together. Ranging from 
building additions/renovations, office fit-ups, building condition 
reports and new builds. Last year’s new build was a new club-
house for Seven Lakes Golf Course in LaSalle Ontario. This duo 
also enjoys golfing together at the Annual Canadian-Croatian 
Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament!

Multi Partner Success Lead by an Event Planner

Nicole Simunac is a leading events planner and principle of Events&Co, who has taken her skills to  
collaborating with Canadian-Croatian businesses.

Nicole defines community as a unified body of individuals with a common interest, characteristic or history. 
This is what the Chamber represents to Nicole - the opportunity to engage with fellow Canadian-Croatians to 
collaborate with each other and promote and celebrate one another for the overall common good, strength 
and advancement of our community.

Nicole has truly lived up to her convictions by working with several Chamber members such as Re.Vityl, 
Croatia Unpacked, Studio Mikan, Little Piece Of Croatia and Girls Drink Wine Too, to name just a few. Where 
each individual has used their expertise, professional networks and commitment to our community to benefit 
and promote each other’s businesses, good works and aspirations.

We would like to hear from you and your collaborative stories 
with fellow Canadian-Croatian Chamber members! Send your 
story with pictures to Wanita Kelava at wkelava@croat.ca.

Quoting Nicole: “The success of one of us really does 
represent success for us all and I’m proud to be a part  
of such an exceptional organization.” 
 
Go to croat.ca to join today!

Membership in the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of 
Commerce translates into strong business relationships

Meet three members who’s collaboration  
turned into success through connecting via  
the Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce.



Networking
• �Participate in business development opportunities, 

conferences, seminars and social events.
• �Meet and connect with members to foster trade and  

increase business contacts.
• �Connect with successful business owners, professional 

and skilled individuals at the Annual Business Excellence 
Awards Evening and the Annual Golf Tournament.

 
Professional Development
• �Attend a variety of professional development and 

educational seminars.
• �Build new relationships, discover, and discuss the 

relevant topics of the day.
• �Meet with leading business, political, and public figures.
 
Access to Government
• �Ensure that your voice is heard as part of the Chamber’s 

advocacy efforts.
 
Member to Member Discounts Program
• �Offering member to member privileged pricing, exclusive 

discounts and other value-added benefits fostering busi-
ness relationships between fellow members.

 

Committee Participation
• �A great opportunity to network and become actively  

involved with the Chamber’s leading business and 
advocacy groups.

• �Contribute to the development of issues of interest to  
businesses and help promote sustainable economic  
development in the community.

 
Website
• �Include your business profile on croat.ca.
• �Visit the Community and Business Events Calendar on 

croat.ca to stay connected to the Croatian-Canadian  
social and business community.

 
Timely Communications and Publications
• �Get a better understanding of the community/business 

landscape through the Chamber’s monthly eNewsletter, 
emails, and media releases.

• �Include your business profile in our event books.
 
Reciprocal Chamber Membership
• �Reciprocal use of your Chamber membership at the 

Canadian Croatian Business Network (Republic of 
Croatia).

• �Employment Facilitation Connecting prospective 
employers with employees.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
 
Take advantage of our member benefits, networking events, and advocacy. Become a 
member and increase exposure and recognition of your enterprise and gain access to 
many cost-effective marketing opportunities.
 

Together, we make success!

croat.ca

Join the Chamber 
Your Croatian-Canadian
business and social 
community

@croatchamber
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G.S. Die & Design Inc.

Gold Sponsor 
NBM Engineering Inc.

Keynote Sponsor
Drywall Acoustic Lathing & 
Insulation Local Union 675

Award Sponsors
Alpeza General Contracting Inc. 
Jones DesLauriers / Navacord

Printing Sponsor
Merrill Corporation Canada
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MECHANICAL  AND  ELECTR ICAL  ENG INEER ING  FOR  YOUR  BU ILD ING

PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR CROATIAN COMMUNITY

Adrian Abramovic  P.Eng LEED AP

416-822-7324
www.trinityeng.ca
info@trinityeng.ca

Robert 
Herjavec

Thank You to our 
Sponsors:

Waseem Hyder

Design / Build

151 Brunel Road Unit 21
Mississauga, ON L4Z 2H6

Tel: (905) 568-9995
Fax: (905) 568-9996
Cell: (416 ) 709-3757

Email: waseem@alpeza.com

www.alpeza.com
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